Hi Vista writers,
 
I pray the new year is off to a good start!
 
It’s always a pleasure to work with you! Below are the themes for Winter 2012-2013. (Light some bayberry candles and put on some “Manheim Steamroller” Christmas music to get in the mood.)
 
Please—and I know I say this every time—follow the instructions below exactly. (Even if you’ve read them twenty times!) For instance, many of you are missing out on sales because you don’t tag the subject line properly. December 2 inspiration should have in the subject line:
 
12.2 Inspiration
 
I run a search for these tags to quickly organize each issue’s consideration. I may miss your submission if you tag it incorrectly as “December 2” or “God, Unstopping and Unstoppable.”
 
DEADLINE is March 1, 2012. There’s no need to rush. I don’t start selecting articles until the morning of the deadline.
 
THEMES
 
December
2 God, Unstopping and Unstoppable (Exodus 1:6-22)
9 The Deliverance of a Deliverer (Exodus 2:1-5)
16 Say “Yes” to God’s Call (Exodus 3:1-15)
23 A Savior is Born (Luke 2:1-20) [We need something different!]
30 God Works through Obedient People (Exodus 6:28-7:6, 14-24)
 
January
6 God’s Provision for Deliverance (Exodus 12:1-4, 29-30)
13 Deliverance when All Seems Lost (Exodus 14:10-31)
20 Receiving God’s Covenant (Exodus 19:3-25)
27 God’s Life-Sparing Commands (Exodus 20:1-20)
 
February
3 God Expects Exclusive Worship (Exodus 32:1-6, 19-24, 30-35)
10 Intimacy with God (Exodus 33:7-23) [Lent begins Wednesday]
17 Enabled to Do What He Commands (Exodus 35:30-36:5)
24 God Dwells among His People (Exodus 40:17-38).
 
1. Send your submissions to wphsubmissions@yahoo.com
 
INSPIRATIONAL (500-550 words)
 
HOW TO (500-550 words) These need to be very practical with NUMBERED STEPS ( Five Ways to . . ., Three Steps to . . ., etc.)
 
HUMOR (250-300 words) While I love humor that correlates with topic, humor does not have to be locked into theme list. NO funny stories. We need “Dave Barry” “Erma Bombeck” observational humor.)
 
Here’s a link to WRITERS’ GUIDELINES and DOWNLOAD-ABLE SAMPLES: http://www.wesleyan.org/wph/inside/writers_guidelines/
 
Articles SHOULD NOT BE AN EXPOSITION OF THE TEXT (that will occur in class), but please read the scripture to make sure your slant is an ILLUSTRATION or APPLICATION of it.
 
2. Please FORMAT THE SUBJECT LINE: DATE and GENRE (EG. 11.06 Inspiration).
This will help me easily find your article. It’s very important! If you don’t do this, it may get lost.
 
3. Include article single-spaced in the BODY of the email.  NO ATTACHMENTS!
 
4. Be sure to include RIGHTS OFFERED and your MAILING ADDRESS.
WPH's policy is that putting an article on your blog does not constitute publication, so you could sell it to VISTA as First Rights, if it's only been online.  If it's been in print, then we'll buy Reprint rights.
 
THANKS! I appreciate each of you!
 
"Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well" (3 John 2).
 
Jim Watkins
Editor, VISTA
